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» EXCEPTIONAL
WATCHES AND
JEWELRY

Initially a name whispered in hushed tones and with great
respect among connoisseurs and collectors, Peter Speake-Marin
has become a force to be reckoned with in the world of fine
horology. However, the sense of awe when admiring these
watches remains and has indeed grown, particularly thanks to
the original design and attention to detail which give these
timepieces a feeling of quality, creativity and craftsmanship
reminiscent of bygone days. Such an intensely personalised
approach to his craft has become a rarity in this modern age
and is based on values shared by fellow members of the select
Académie Horlogére des Créateurs Indépendanr_s (AHCI).
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the Foundation pocket-watch, entirely
crafted by hand, set the tone for the entire
Piccadilly collection

Peter Speake-Marin trained at Hackney Technical College,
London and then at the WOSTEP Swiss watchmaking school in
Neuchitel. He later worked at Renaud et Papi, the renowned
movement Manufacture in Le Locle which is a byword for qual-
ity. Nonetheless, it was undoubtedly during the intermediate
period between his studies and actually settling in Switzerland
- namely the seven years spent in London’s Piccadilly area, dedi-
cated to the restoration of highly collectable antique watches —
that he gained the inspiration and knowledge that have driven
him to develop his very own creations bearing his name along

with a number of inimitable “signature” features.
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In a sign of recognition to the quality and craftsmanship of
Peter Speake-Marin’s work, he has become more and more
sought after by luxury watch houses wishing to associate them-
selves with this talented young Englishman; Harry Winston
were thus proud to reveal at Basel 2005 their prestigious joint

efforts with the development of their tourbillon.

The Vintage Tourbillon presented at Basel 2005 by Speake-Marin
houses the tourbillon movement developed in cooperation with
Harry Winston, whitch is exclusive to the two firms. This 43-jewel
movement and mechanical marvel is composed of approximately
300 parts and its bridges are hand bevelled and highlighted with

blued steel screws, while the one-minute tourbillon carriage
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spins on two pivots and its diamond-set bridges feature polished
white screws. The balance with its timing screws oscillates at a

frequency of 28,800 vibrations per hour.

Blued steel hands glide over the 18-carat gold dial. While the
110-hour power reserve appears on two indicators on the
rhodium-plated movement back, a warning indicator at 6
o’clock on the ruthenium-plated dial side changes from black to
red to indicate the last 24 hours of the power reserve. This
highly distinctive model was thus named in reference to its
twin power-reserve associated with the world of classic motor
cars, along with the strong classical horological elements visible

in both technical and aesthetic terms.






